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FOREWORD BY THE MASTER 
Dear Glovers, 

As spring turns into summer with the sunshine brightening up the world around us, I look back over the 

past two months and remind myself of the many stimulating and unusual events that I have been 

delighted to attend on behalf of the Glovers. A delightful mixture of visits in the City and outside, so here 

is a selection of them, particularly including those that specifically relate to our areas of interest and 

involvement in gloves, gloving and charitable giving:   
 

 
The Master is greeted prior to dining with the 
Information Technologists at Guildhall 

 A visit to Cornelia James Ltd, glove maker to The 

Queen, to meet the creative director, Genevieve 

Lawson, who will shortly be joining our 

Company. 

 A concert at the City of London School, where 

we have a Glovers Bursary student, to celebrate 

its 600
th

 anniversary with the first ever 

performance of a specially commissioned 

composition and spectacular playing by the 

school’s string orchestra and its principal soloist. 

 Together with the other Leathery Livery 

Companies, a long weekend visit to York to 

support the installation of the new Master 

Cordwainer of York 

 Assisting in the judging of a bumper entry of 

submissions in the Students Glove Design and 

Safety Poster Competitions; the prize winners 

will be at our Awards Lunch on 4
th

 July in 

Plaisterers Hall. 

 Privileged to be selected to process at the 

United Guilds Service at St Paul’s Cathedral, the 

selection to process occurring only every 8 years 

or so. 

 Attended the opening of the Leather Exhibition 

at Leathersellers’ Hall, as part of the London 

Craft Week, at which Riina Oun and Pamela 

Woods were demonstrating the craft of making 

gloves. 



Looking ahead into June, many of 

you will be joining Debbie and I in 

Jersey, and this will be followed by 

the Go-Karts Grand Prix at Sandown, 

the Heritage Skills Festival in Lincoln 

Cathedral, the Election of Sheriffs at 

Guildhall, the Cart Marking Ceremony 

in Guildhall Yard and a Walking Tour 

of the Smithfield area of the City. So 

much to look forward to! 

 

The Master and Mistress Glover 

joined the other Masters/Prime 

Wardens and Mistresses of the 

other Leathery Livery at a weekend 

in York for the installation of the 

Master Cordwainer of York. 

 

AWARDS LUNCH AT PLAISTERERS’ HALL – TUESDAY 4TH JULY 2017 
Please get you bids in for the Awards Lunch on 4th July as the book is due to close 

in mid June. Your Guest of Honour is Bill Amberg (about whom you will read 

more later in this newsletter) and he has an intersting story to tell. Of course there 

will also be all the prize winners and some of the glove designs will be on display. 

COMMON HALL – LEATHERSELLERS’ HALL 26TH APRIL 2017 
This year`s Common Hall was held in the splendid surroundings of the recently refurbished 

Leathersellers` Hall and the evening commenced with a welcoming class of champagne in the first floor 

reception area below the dramatic “exploding glass” chandelier. In these light and airy surroundings it 

was an excellent opportunity to greet familiar faces and a chance to meet our newer members, without 

the involvement of guests. Common Hall raised the issue of the Charitable Trust and web based booking 

for Company events.   

 



Above: Members of the Company listen during the 

presentation by the Charitable Trust Board 
 

The assembled company were also privileged to 

listen to Charlotte Hannibal, a most articulate young 

lady who had suffered multiple amputations due to 

meningitis caught at university and who has been 

provided with a prosthetic hand by the Glovers.  The 

Company were also able to celebrate the recent 

appointment of Past Assistant Wendy Mead as Chief 

Commoner and who gave a very interesting talk on 

the duties she expected to undertake the following 

year.    

The Archives Committee and in particular Past 

Master Michael Orr and Liveryman Jack Bayliss also 

took the opportunity to set out a number of items 

from the Archives so that Liverymen could peruse 

some Glover treasures during tea prior to Common 

Hall. 

A full report will appear in the Yearbook. 

Right: Articles set out by the Archives Committee  

for viewing prior to Common Hall 

 

 

 

COMMON HALL FEEDBACK 

A report specifically aimed to provide feedback on the discussions at 

Common Hall will be sent in the very near future and will also be available 

on the website. 
 

 

SOCIAL VISIT TO BATH 
A treat was in store for the 40 Glovers and their guests who joined The Master and Mistress on Lisa 

Page’s skilfully organised visit to the World Heritage City of Bath on Friday 21
st
 April. 

We met at Café Rouge for coffee before dividing into groups of 10, enabling us all to experience the 

treats in store in manageable numbers. 

The Fashion Museum tucked away in Bennett Street, holds one of the world’s great museum collections 

of historical and contemporary dress, including the finest collection of gloves owned by our Glove 

Collection Trust.  

We all met for lunch at Roman Bath Kitchen and toasted Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in honour of her 

91st birthday. After this we continued our tour by visiting 1 Royal Crescent. The foundation stone of No 1 

Royal Crescent, the first house to be built in this world-famous crescent, was laid in 1767.   



 

 

 
6 super models Somewhere along the line the Company adopted the 

Artful Dodger masquerading as Liveryman David 
Thorp 

The house became a museum in 1970 illustrating authentic room sets demonstrating what life was like in 

the 18
th

 Century both upstairs and downstairs. 

A short walk away was Bath Abbey, a truly magnificent building founded in the 8
th

 Century as a 

Benedictine monastery. Now famous for its choir school and magnificent stained glass windows. 

Standing looking down the nave the Great East Window was breath taking. Those Glovers who stayed 

overnight gathered for drinks and supper at Carluccio’s to complete an memorable day out.  

Glovers have to end on a high note and this was certainly the case for those who visited Dents on their 

way home the next day. Rosemary Harden led us through a viewing of the whole of Glovers’ General 

Collection of gloves, comprising some 1,300 items. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! – LIVERY CROQUET DAY – SATURDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 

 

FASLANE FLOTILLA ANNUAL MESS DINNER – 3
RD

 MAY 
  

HM Naval Base Clyde held a Faslane Flotilla Annual Mess Dinner at Faslane on May 3rd 2017. Past Master 

John Gardner and Liveryman David Roots [AFLO] attended on behalf of the Glovers. A very interesting 

tour of HMS ARTFUL was enjoyed in the afternoon where we witnessed the total dedication and 



enthusiasm of the crew of ARTFUL.  

We had the opportunity also to see in situ the Ram’s Head trophy that the Glovers presented to Lt Cdr 

Alex Marshall and POET Craig Ashworth in February. The trophy was brought to the dinner by Lt Cdr 

Lewis Dallas where Past Master John Gardner was photographed with the trophy that he very kindly 

donated. The crew of ARTFUL made us Glovers feel very special and expressed their thanks for the 

support we give them. The Captain of HMS ARTFUL, Lt Cdr Murray Adam, is currently on paternity leave 

but a pair of gloves was presented to the LO on behalf of the Master to give to the Captain upon his 

return very shortly. 

 

 
 

444 SQUADRON COMPETE IN INNESS TROPHY 

 

444 Squadron ATC recently took part in the 

London Wing Air Training Corps Inness Sword 

Competition at Crowborough training camp.  

Past Master Alderman Alison Gowman and 

David Roots AFLO attended the competition 

along with other Affiliated Livery Companies The 

cadets competed against 27 other London Wing 

Squadrons where they competed in various 

military skills including obstacle course, 

shooting, first aid, archery, stretcher run, 

navigation and foot drill. 444 Sqn finishing 18
th

, 

coming a respectable 5th in obstacle course and 

3rd in observation. Tower Hamlets won a fiercely 

fought competition. OC London Wing, Wing 

Commander Colin Gale looked after Affiliated 

Livery Companies during the day and provided 

an excellent insight to the competition and its 

rules. 
 

 

 

 



THE GLOVERS SUPPORT A NEW CHARITY 
Earlier this year the Charity Projects Committee agreed to support a new charity. Worthing and 

District Scope have been active since the 1960s and support the needs of people with a 

disability, especially cerebral palsy, and their families. They run the charity through Day Centres 

which are fully equipped to give support to individuals and families.  

Many attending the Day Centres are profoundly disabled. However through the wide range of 

activities offered to attendees one can see a real positive benefit to their lives. Oscar Holmes – 

Chairman of the Charity Projects Committee and Liveryman Jonathan Isaacs visited one of their 

Centres this spring and were impressed by the range of activities on offer which include arts 

and crafts, computer studies, basic cookery tuition, tailor-made fitness programmes and mini 

bus trips. 

Our Livery has donated a stock of premium powder-free vinyl gloves for use by their extensive 

group of carers. One went away from the project with a mixture of wonderment and joy seeing 

how the centre is creating happiness and a real purpose to the lives of their group of 

profoundly disabled attendees. 

 
Assistant Oscar Holmes, Chairman of the Charity Project Committee with Liveryman Jonathan 

Isaacs during a visit to Worthing  District Scope 

GLOVE MAKERS MAKE SPECTACULAR DISPLAYS  

 

 



The Master along with a number of members of the Company took the opportuity to visit 

Leathersellers’ Hall and the outstanding display of leathercraft which had been organised by Bill 

Amberg, the leader in his field in the United Kingdom.  Gloves were displayed by Pamela Woods 

and Riina Oun and both also gave demonstrations in their craft. 

 

2017 INTER LIVERY CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING COMPETITION  

A few months ago, details of this competition, with a call for volunteers, was circulated by the Glovers 

Shooting Team Captain, Julian Lidstone.  

I suspect many, like me, thought that the event sounded far too prestigious for non-crack shots as it was 

badged up as a competition between the Livery Companies and taking place at the highly prestigious 

Holland and Holland shooting ground near Rickmansworth.   

In fact on the day there was really no pressure.  It was just a thoroughly enjoyable occasion, at which 

even a complete beginner would have had a great day. Holland and Holland had got professional 

trainers at every “stand”, who were helpful in giving guidance in improving our techniques and each 

“stand” had a spare over and under 12 bore shot gun for the use of those that did not have their own 

shotguns.   

The weather was not very good on the day, but even so it was such a nice occasion that it wasn’t until the 

very last of our ten “stands” that our spirits felt even the slightest bit dampened.  They were soon roused 

again however by a sumptuous lunch in the huge marquee put up for the occasion! 

On this occasion we only put up one team.  On chatting to the many friendly faces within the other Livery 

teams, it seems that many of the other Livery Companies put up quite a few teams.  Two that I heard of 

had put up six teams!  Each team being of four “contestants”.  On the other hand many of those taking 

part, like me, were clearly not very good shots, but so far as I could see every person taking part 

thoroughly enjoyed the occasion.   

Particular credit not only to our Team Captain, Julian Lidstone, but our two other contestants, Mike 

Gorman and Hilary Miller.  The Gun Makers A Team won the competition with the Glovers not quite 

bringing up the rear as we beat the Barbers, with our excellent Captain coming in 32
nd

 place. 

I have no hesitation of recommending to any Glover who would like to come along next year to have a 

go.  If we do have a team where there are four good shots, we could have a good shots team and also 

teams of those of us who simply wanted to enjoy the day.   

 

 
The Glovers Clay Pigeon Shooting Team that put in an admirable performance at the 2017 Inter 

Livery competition at the Holland and Holland Grounds. Perhaps those Liverymen who chose to 

represent their less fortunate other Livery Companies might chose to join the Glovers team in 2018. 



 

DATE CHANGE * DATE CHANGE * DATE CHANGE 
Please note that the City Walk mentioned in the Pocket Calendar for Wednesday 

12th July 2017 is now taking place on Thursday 13th July  2017 and is the newly 

advertised visit to Smithfield and St Bartholomew The Great. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO PAST MASTER ALISON GOWMAN 
 

 
Past Master Alison Gowman was appointed the Chairman of the Royal Society of St George City of 

London branch on 21
st
 May 2017. Here, she is in in her regalia flanked by  Past Assistant Liz Elvin 

and Past Master Ann Esslemont 
 

 

 
 


